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HOUSTON ARBORETUM AND NATURE CENTER 

CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS 

 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS  

 

 

Overview 

 

As part of a redevelopment effort consisting of setting forth goals, expectations and redevelopment plans 

necessary to create and support an attractive natural and educational environment, the Houston Arboretum 

and Nature Center (“HANC”) seeks information from consulting firms with experience in Landscape 

Architecture, Urban Design, Ecology, Evolutionary Biology and Forestry related to a proposed 

comprehensive Master Plan (“Plan”) of a 155 acre area located within the City in Houston, Harris County, 

Texas.  Interested firms should submit their qualifications and a brief statement of approach based on 

materials contained in this Request for Qualifications (RFQ). 

 

HANC is a non-profit organization that provides services for approximately 250,000 visitors a year as 

well as providing natural, on-site educational programming for thousands of children annually.  HANC’s 

mission is “to provide education about the natural environment to people of all ages and to protect and 

enhance the Arboretum as a haven and as a sanctuary for native plants and animals.” Established in 

1951, the Arboretum campus is situated at the western edge of Memorial Park at the intersection of 

Woodway Drive and the Loop 610, the Buffalo Bayou delineates the southern boundary of the 

Arboretum. The Arboretum grounds consist primarily of a mixture of native evergreen and deciduous 

forestlands, scattered wetlands, a meadow, and a riparian corridor.  Existing conditions today at the 

Arboretum reflect a stressed ecosystem affected by post-hurricane damage, severe drought related canopy 

die-out and significant areas comprised of non-native invasive species.  

 

HANC desires a consultant team who can prepare a Plan for the entire Arboretum; however HANC also 

desires a Plan that includes recommendations focused on smaller identified sub-areas of the greater 

ecosystem, herein further described as a life zone.  Examples of a life zone include grasslands and 

meadows, lakes and wetlands, hardwood and softwood forests of various composition including upland 

forest, bottom land forest, flooded forest, and the bayou riparian corridor.   

 

The Plan would provide recommendations for an integrated trail system that facilitated research, 

education and management. Additionally, the Plan would provide a structured breakdown of projects 

identified within the Plan.  Each of the identified projects would then be further defined by schematics 

and cost estimates.  Further, the Plan would provide a suggested sequence of implementation for each of 

the identified projects.  As HANC would seek funding of implementation for the projects included in the 

Plan by way of a project by project approach, the implementation strategy would need to be structured 

such that individual projects and their component units, for the purposes of fund raising and construction, 

could be bundled or separated as needed.   

 

The Plan would provide recommendations for the development of public open space improvements 

including parking improvements, trails, pedestrian bridges, lighting, landscaping, a way-finding system, 

informational kiosks, shelters, benches and related pedestrian amenities.  Additionally, the Plan will 

provide strategies for site remediation.  All improvements will be integrated with adjacent site uses with 

primary focus on connectivity, pedestrian safety, and the visual environment.   
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Requirements for Submittal: 

 

Each submittal should be organized to the following outline: 

a.) Cover Letter: 

1. A cover letter not exceeding three (3) pages in length consisting of your firms 

qualifications specific to past experience on similar projects.  

 

b.) Qualifications of professional staff.  The requirements of this section shall include: 

1. Resumes of all staff included in the RFQ. 

2. List of all potential sub-consultants who will be assisting in the project.   

 

c.) Qualification of firm.  This section shall include: 

1. Description of the firm’s history, size, and qualifications.  Limit answer to 3 pages.  

2. A description of the firms past and current assignments that are related to the type of 

information required by this RFQ, including the client and status of the project in each 

case.  Also, identify which of the firm’s employees have worked in similar assignments 

for other clients.  Please indicate the capacity in which each employee served on previous 

engagements.   

 

d.) Statement of Qualifications.  Submit a proposal summarizing a strategy and plan for handling the 

Services described herein. 

 

e.) References and Project Descriptions: 

 

The HANC request your cooperation in minimizing the bulk of your statements.  Succinct submittals will 

be positively received.  Questions regarding this RFQ should be transmitted via electronic mail to Debbie 

Markey, (dmarkey@houstonarboretum.org), (713) 366-0371. The HANC reserves the option to request 

additional information for any or all firms submitting RFQ.   

 

Proposals are due no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 27, 2012.  4 copies of the proposal must be submitted to 

Debbie Markey, (dmarkey@houstonarboretum.org). The subject line should read “Response to RFQ for 

the Houston Arboretum Nature Center.”  The HANC Board of Director’s evaluation of submittals to this 

RFQ will be based solely on demonstrated competence and qualifications.  Fees for this RFQ may not be 

considered at this time.   Contact with Board Members regarding this RFQ is expressly prohibited.   

 

 

mailto:dmarkey@houstonarboretum.org

